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Gifts of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:1 – 13, Ephesians 4:11 – 13
Introduction to Spiritual Gifts

· Spiritual Resources

· Endless

· Practical

· Definition of Spiritual Gifts

A divine, supernatural ability given by God to enable a Christian to serve and to minister.  More simply put, a spiritual gift is a special tool for ministry. (Ken Kinghorn)

· Particularly intended to enhance the community, worship, and service of locally gathered Christians and thereby to enrich the whole Church.

· Important because…

· A gift from God 

· Necessary not optional 

· Our contribution to the body of Christ 

· There is a place for you

The Facts of Spiritual Gifts

· One Spirit

· The Spirit of Truth

· No contradiction within the Trinity 

· Beware of another spirit at work (1John 4:2-3)

· The gifts are a “Manifestation of the Spirit”

· Reveal the source

· One Body – the body of Christ

· Christ is the head (Eph. 4:15)

· Christ leads and we follow

· We serve 

· One purpose

· “Common good” 

· Maturity of the body of Christ

· When everybody puts somebody first, nobody is left behind

· Unity (Eph. 4:13)

· A mark of maturity

· A witness to the world (John 17:23)

· Christ binds us together (Eph. 4:16)

· If the practice of spiritual gifts brings disunity and division something has gone wrong

· Many Gifts 

· Necessary for unity and maturity

· Every believer has a gift

· Every gift and role is important 

· God is in control of distributing the gifts (1 Cor. 12:18)

Discovering Our Spiritual Gifts

· Cautions for spiritual gift evaluations

· The lists are not exhaustive

· Use these evaluations as a guide, not as a rule

· Look at the complete package:

· Personalities 

· Passions

· Talents & abilities 

· Leading from the Holy Spirit

We are gifted to serve!

Will serving Christ with all the Spirit has given us be our greatest honor? 
