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Faith At Work Series:   Where Is Our Faith When…
James 1:1-12
About the Book

· James the brother of Jesus is the author

· There is a pastoral tone 

· “Brothers”

· At times it reads like Proverbs

· Like a Beatitude & the Sermon on the Mount

· “Blessed is the man”

· Like an instruction manual 

· Problem & solution

· Filled with illustrations and references from nature 

· “Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.” (3:5)

· Encourages Christian maturity

· Challenges believers to apply their faith 

Where Is Our Faith When We Face Trials?

·  Objective: To see trials as opportunities for growth 

· God does not allow trials to bring about defeat 

· Normal approach

· Investigate our trials like a crime scene

· Whose fault is it?

· What did I do to deserve this?

· Why me?

Trials Happen

· “Face” could also mean “fall into”

· God can use every trial

    "Too often we try to use God to change our circumstances, while he is using our circumstances to change us.”

Testing Brings Perseverance And Perseverance Brings Maturity 

(v.2-4)

· Joy is connected with what can be 

· Maturity is our destination

· Testing of our faith

· Through use it becomes stronger

· Perseverance

· A product of trials and a quality needed to see the test through

Maturity And Completeness (v.4) 
· A place where we have what we need to keep growing

· Not lacking anything 

· Ultimate Results

· The crown of life that has been promised (v. 12)

· Be careful of low expectations 

· Embrace the “Here now, but not yet”

Acquire The Resource (v.5)

· Ask and believe

· Overcome the obstacle of simplicity

·  our faith must be based on the faithfulness and generosity of God 

· God is unwavering

· The Danger of doubt

· Doubt complicates and perhaps prolongs our trials

· Hinders growth
A New Approach To Trials
· Stand on the Rock


“I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice.  He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock.  When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.  But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation.  The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” (Luke 6:47 – 49)

· Take our eyes off of the storm and put them on Christ!

