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The Bible: Reading is Believing
2 Timothy 3:14 – 17

Scripture is the Revelation of God (v.15)

· Revelation of Jesus Christ

·  A specific purpose of Scripture

· A mystery revealed (I Timothy 3:16)

· The Old Testament points to Christ and salvation 

· Faith and trust in Scripture goes hand-in-hand with our faith in Christ

The Authority of Scripture (v. 16)

· Trust authority

· Be careful not to question all authority 

· Know when authority is legitimate and of God

· God-breathed or inspired 

· More than motivational

· “A divine product”

· The Holy Spirit is the authority (2 Peter 1:20 – 21)

· Scripture is not the product of man 

· Be careful of being driven by relevancy

· God was behind it, in it, and works through it!

· Put our confidence in Scripture 

· Ultimate and absolute truth exists, and it does not begin with us

Let the Change Begin (v. 16 & 17)

· The Bible’s usefulness is a result of its power and effectiveness

· The truth brings transformation

· The truth protects us from deception

· Don’t leave what we know to be the truth for the fad of the day

· Make it practical, something we can’t live without 

Scripture is useful for… (v. 16 & 17)

· Teaching 

· Interpret Scripture using Scripture 

· What does this tell me about God?

· Rebuking & correcting

· Scripture tells us where we fall short and how to get back on track

· Training in righteousness

· Our Goal:  To be equipped

Scripture in the Community


· Holds us accountable 

· The interpretation of Scripture has to go beyond what it means to me

· Includes commentaries and other resources

· Where we live out the Word of God

· Contributes to the application 

The Word must be recorded on our hearts!

   To see words on a page is not good enough, we must read with the expectation that we will be changed forever by the truth of Scripture.

