GENERAL CONFERENCE

What I liked and learned at General Conference?
The evening worship services were out-standing from the music played to the music selections. Also the speakers I heard the evenings I was there were quite good. Overall the worship services were incredible. The worship band that played Saturday night had a brass section; they were very good. You would have had to hear them to understand.

The daytime meetings were very informative. I appreciated hearing from the many different spiritual leaders of our denomination.  We also heard from the BIC churches from different sections of the country. The delegates dealt with problems voiced by some of the leadership from the BIC churches; such as changing the BIC logo and what types of people church leaderships concentrated on as they started up a new church.
Another thing that was very good and also informative was the fellowship with other delegates at meal time.  We were able to speak with many different people from the BIC churches represented there. Mim Stern in particular was very interesting to talk with along with her friend Robin….Overall it was a great time!

Submitted By: Ed Harmony

I enjoyed the opportunity to represent the New Guilford congregation at the 2010 General Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church of North America which was held at Messiah College from July 9th through July 12th.  Due to just returning from vacation and recovering from strep throat, I didn’t have a chance to attend all of the worship sessions, but was able to be there for all the business sessions.  It is neat to see what all happened, is happening, and is planned for the denomination.  


The most discussed business item was a Petition from the Canadian Conference.  Citing that we are “perceived as gender-biased and lacking contemporary connection with people we are striving to reach, thus creating the potential for unnecessary hurdles to sharing the message of Jesus,” they asked the 2010 General Conference to “initiate a process that considers a new denominational name to be brought to the 2012 General Conference.”  Much of the discussion was centered around what problems would be encountered should a name change be implemented.  The sponsor of the petition made it clear that this process could determine that no change is necessary, but that they felt it at least deserved consideration.  This petition did pass with relatively strong support. Although I do not have the actual count of the vote, I believe it was close to a two-thirds vote in favor of this petition.


On Saturday afternoon we had the opportunity to hear Dr. David Weaver-Zercher speak.  He is a professor at Messiah College and co-authored Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy.  This was based on the Amish communities’ reaction following the tragic school shooting at Nickel Mines, PA, in which five Amish girls were killed.  It was interesting to hear him speak on how he felt that practices they incorporate into everyday life made forgiveness almost automatic for many.  The three practices he touched on were: 1) memorization and use of The Lord’s Prayer, 2) preparation for Communion, and 3) telling stories of forgiveness (MARTYRS MIRROR.)  It was sobering to think how something we are so obviously called to do in God’s word (forgive others,) can be so difficult for us to follow through with because it’s not natural or a habit for most of us.


The final recommendations were in regard to Transformation 2020.  Transformation 2020 I felt was best defined by this statement.  “Whereas, over this past biennium, informed by the shared discernment of the church community, church leadership has engaged in vigorous interaction to discern and articulate clear, concise, and compelling statements of vision, call, priorities, values, and outcomes as an overall framework for shared mission, with expectations that leaders at every level of Church life – local, regional, and denominational – will customize strategies and action plans to fit their context with its particular opportunities and challenges,”  We first adopted this, affirmed the projected strategies of the Church-wide leadership team through 2014, and then committed ourselves to “loving boldly, giving generously, and serving joyfully to move our vision from words to actions;”.


I would encourage anyone having an opportunity to attend a future General Conference to seriously consider it as it was a great experience and provides a greater appreciation for benefits we receive by being part of a larger denomination.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Grant Benedict

